
 
 

PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGE IN PRACTICE 

 
Friday, November 15, 2024 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
West Block – 111 Wellington Street, Room 225-A, Ottawa, Ontario 
(Entry via the Visitors Welcome Center, located to the right of the building) 
 
While sometimes relegated to the shadows of public attention, parliamentary 
privilege has been in the spotlight in recent months both at the federal and 
provincial levels. This seminar explores some of the least understood but most 
foundational elements of our parliamentary system, bringing together 
practitioners and academics. 
 

 
PARLIAMENTARY AND PROCEDURAL CONTEXT 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

 
Moderator: Caroline Bosc, Deputy Principal Clerk, House of Commons 

 
 Michel Bédard, Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel, House of Commons 
 Jean-Philippe Brochu, Clerk Assistant, House of Commons 
 Laurence Brosseau, Analyst, Library of Parliament 
 Till Heyde, Clerk Assistant, Senate 
 Will Wong, Senior Parliamentary Counsel, Legislative Assembly of Ontario 

 
BREAK 
11:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 

 
REFLECTIONS OF A RETIRED PARLIAMENTARY COUNSEL 
11:45 a.m. to noon 

 
Moderator: Charlie Feldman, President, Canadian Study of Parliament Group 

 
 Greg Tardi, retired Senior Parliamentary Counsel, House of Commons 

 
LUNCH WITH KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
“STANDARDS AND PRIVILEGE: THE UK EXPERIENCE” 
Noon to 1:15 p.m. 

 
 Saira Salimi, Speaker’s Counsel, House of Commons (United Kingdom) 

 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/f6jocYPcYTDcLk3M9


 
PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGE IN LITIGATION 
1:15 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. 

 
Moderator: Élise Hurtubise-Loranger, Senior Parliamentary Counsel, Senate 

 
 Dara Lithwick, Legal Counsel, House of Commons 
 Maxime St-Hilaire, Full Professor, Law School, Université de Sherbrooke 
 David Taylor, Managing Partner, Conway Litigation  

 
BREAK 
2:15 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 
CANADA (ATTORNEY GENERAL) V. POWER CASE 
2:30 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. 

 
Moderator: Jonathan Shanks, Board Member, Canadian Study of Parliament Group 

 
 Alexa Biscaro, Of Counsel, Norton Rose Fulbright 
 Marc-André Roy, Senior Parliamentary Counsel, Senate 

 
BREAK 
3:15 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

 
ACADEMIC PERSPECTIVE 
3:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

 
Moderator: Jonathan Shanks, Board Member, Canadian Study of Parliament Group 

 
 Lorne Neudorf, Dean and Professor, Law School, La Trobe University (Australia) 

 
 

 
REGISTRATION: To register for this seminar only, click here. The deadline to register 
to this seminar is Wednesday, November 13, 2024. 
 
To register for this year’s seminar series, click here. 
 
Hybrid event with online participation available 
Bilingual event with simultaneous interpretation available in English and French 
Coffee and lunch offered to in-person participants 
 
FEES*: 
Single seminar: 175$ 
Single seminar – students, retirees and university professors: 35$ (please contact us for a 
discount code) 
Seminar series – full price (see details here): 450$ 
 
A group rate is available upon request for groups of 10 or more.  
 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/parliamentary-privilege-in-practice-privilege-parlementaire-en-pratique-tickets-965294581077
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/cspg-series-of-three-events-gcep-serie-de-trois-evenements-tickets-966394330457
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/cspg-series-of-three-events-gcep-serie-de-trois-evenements-tickets-966394330457


* Registration is transferable to another person but not refundable. You must advise the 
CSPG by email 48 hours prior to the event of any changes to your registration. 
 
 
THE CANADIAN STUDY OF PARLIAMENT GROUP (CSPG) is dedicated to 
enhancing the understanding of parliamentary government and institutions by promoting 
research and dialogue on legislative systems in Canada. To that end, we are pleased to 
offer a series of non-partisan seminars on parliamentary and legislative topics with 
presentations from experts in the field. The seminars are bilingual – simultaneous 
interpretation is provided – and open to all. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Visit https://www.cspg-gcep.ca or contact the CSPG at info@cspg-gcep.ca. 

 

https://www.cspg-gcep.ca/
mailto:info@cspg-gcep.ca

